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On Thursday, March 2nd, Historic Downtown Kendallville received the exciting news
that we achieved accreditation with the National Main Street Association. This is a
designation that brings our organization to a whole new level of prestige, while also
opening up a variety of new funding opportunities and resources to help us continue
our momentum; and to deliver on our mission of “encouraging the economic
development, historic preservation, and continuous improvement of downtown
Kendallville.”
 
I would like to personally thank the board members, volunteers, downtown
merchants, donors, stakeholders, city employees, patrons, and community
members who participated in some way to help us achieve this goal. Whether you
attended one of our roundtable sessions with the OCRA review team, helped with a
Main Street project, donated your time and treasure, provided council and
constructive feedback, or participated in some other way – YOU are ultimately
responsible for our success, and for that I am extremely grateful.
 
I look forward to continuing the incredible momentum in downtown Kendallville, and
hope that you will continue to engage with us as we move forward in 2023 and
beyond.
 
Words are truly not enough to thank you all for your ongoing support!
 
Thank you!  
 
Kristen Johnson
Main Street Manager

Celebrating Our Hometown Heroes
Hometown Hero banners are going up this week, thanks to Kendallville's team at the

Street Department!  There will be two rounds of banners displayed over the next

several months -- so if you purchased a banner for a loved on and don't see it on



display -- DONT WORRY!  Your banner will go up in the next round.  Historic

Downtown Kendallville had a tremendous response to this project and are thrilled to

have the opportunity to honor these American heroes!

Merchants Supporting Main Street
If you are a downtown Merchant within Kendallville's Main Street district, listed

below are several ways that YOU can play an active role in our forward momentum

and continued success.  Feel free to download this list and post it somewhere in

your business to serve as a friendly reminder that supporting Historic Downtown

Kendallville is about more than just writing a check.  It's about engagement and

collaboration.  You can download the list HERE.
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Kick of "Month of Grace" with Inspiration's Grace Fest
Inspiration is celebrating the month of March with "Month of Grace," focusing on the

Women's Program in DeKalb County, raising awareness and raising funds. The

Grace Fest is our highlight event, where you'll have the chance to hear from



Michelle Harvey, Director of Operations for DeKalb Women, along with her staff,

residents, and graduates about the transformation they have experienced through

Jesus Christ. We hope you can join us for this event!  More information below.

"Summer of Fun" in Downtown Kendallville!
Warm weather is just around the corner, and we've got LOTS of fun, family-friendly

events planned in downtown Kendallville for the community to enjoy!  Below are just

a few of the upcoming events that are in the works.







DISTRX: Have you Claimed Your Business Yet?
Main Street Businesses, Events, Walking Tours & More!



DISTRX is a free location-aware mobile app designed specifically for Main Street
communities. As mobile users enter your district, they receive a welcome greeting, and the
app opens to reveal everything a visitor wants to know about your community: area
events, parking locations, local attractions, map, and a business directory by category.
 
Best of all, when the same visitor travels to another Main Street community, the same
mobile app transforms to become the app for that community.
 
There is no cost to local businesses to participate.
 
Merchants can create comprehensive business listings and promotional offers, including
in-app and web page listings - all at no cost to the business.
 
Ready to get started?  Download DISTRX today and claim your business in the
Kendallville Main Street district!
 



Once a majority of downtown merchants have claimed their business, we will begin
promoting the app to the general public.
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