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Happy National Small Business Week!
Show Your Support for Locally Owned Small Businesses

Did you know that for EVERY DOLLAR you spend at a locally owned small
business, 67% of it STAYS LOCAL to support economic vitality in your community?

Shop Local. It Matters.

Uniquely Kendallville
A Survey for Downtown Merchants
Are you a merchant in downtown Kendallville? If so, we want to hear from you! We
know that each and every one of you has something special to offer consumers -we just need you to tell us WHAT that "special something" is.

Please take a

moment to fill out the brief (3 question) survey attached survey, so that we can help
you promote your very unique "specialness"!

Take the Survey

Historic Preservation Commission Updates
New Guidelines for Facade Work
The city of Kendallville recently approved on 3rd and final reading the historic
preservation district in downtown Kendallville. This is important, because historic
district designation encourages people to buy and rehabilitate properties because
they know their investment is protected over time. But there are other benefits, as
well. According to the National Trust for Historic Preservation, below are the top 10
benefits of establishing an historic preservation district in your community:
Local districts protect the investments of owners and residents of historic
properties.
Properties within local historic districts appreciate at rates greater than the
local market overall as well as faster than similar, non-designated
neighborhoods.

Local districts encourage better quality design.
Local districts help the environment.
Local districts are energy efficient.
Historic districts are a vehicle for education.
Historic districts can positively impact the local economy through tourism.
Protecting local historic districts can enhance business recruitment potential.
Local districts provide social and psychological benefits.
Local districts give communities a voice in their future.
So, what does this new Historic Preservation District mean for property owners? It
simply means that if you want to make physical changes to the exterior of your
buildings, you will need to submit an application to the Historic Preservation
Commission (HPC) for a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to ensure that the
work you are doing is both appropriate and will maintain the building's historic
character and architecture. Applications should be submitted to the HPC before
applying to the Redevelopment Commission for facade grant approval. Once the
HPC has reviewed the request, they will send their recommendations to the
Redevelopment Commission for final review and approval. A draft copy of the
Historic Guidelines may be found on the city's website HERE.
The Historic Preservation Commission meets on the first Wednesday of each month
at noon at City Hall. These meetings are open to the public.

RDC Offers 75% Facade Match
Leveraging the PreservINg Main Street Grant Opportunity
The Kendallville Redevelopment Commission has opened applications for a new
PreservINg Main Street Matching Grant Program designed to enhance efforts to
improve the aesthetic appearance and preservation of historic properties in
Kendallville's downtown corridor. Grant awards of up to $50,000 per property may
be awarded for façade improvements with up to 75% of costs to be reimbursed.
Uses of funding are those deemed eligible under the PreservINg Main Street grant
guidelines issued by the Office of Rural and Community Affairs (OCRA). A total of

$300,000 has been set aside for this special program. The offer expires when all
funds have been distributed, or on November 1, 2023, whichever comes first.
For more information and to apply, click the button below.
Grant Info & Application

Main Street Meeting
Thursday, May 19th at 5:30pm
Experience the Heart of Kendallville will be hosting a meeting for downtown
merchants, property owners and stakeholders on Thursday, May 19th at 5:30pm in
council chambers at City Hall. This will be an opportunity to ask questions about
Main Street and the PreservINg Main Street grant, as well as to get updates on the
progress and efforts of the organization.

Mark Your Calendars!
For the Following Upcoming Events

Learn More & Register to be an Exhibitor

Learn More & Register

Register

Window Restoration 101 Workshop
Presented by Indiana Landmarks

Todd Zeiger, Director of Indiana Landmarks, will be presenting a window restoration
workshop for downtown merchants and community members on Tuesday, June
14th from 6:00 and 8:00pm at the Community Learning Center in Kendallville.
This is a free workshop and will give attendees a cursory overview on the
importance, benefits, and resources for restoring windows in historic buildings and
homes.
A more detailed demonstration/ training workshop will be held later in the fall to see
and learn the process hands on.

Register Here

Online Calendar is Useful Tool
Updated Regularly
Experience the Heart of Kendallville hosts many meetings and events each month,
which can sometimes be hard to keep track of (even for us!). Because of this, we've
added a calendar to our website that can be accessed by anyone interested in
attending an event or participating in a meeting to learn about our goals, objectives

and ongoing projects. This calendar is updated regularly and is the BEST place to
stay up to date on all things pertaining to Kendallville Main Street.

Visit the Calendar
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